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Dear Friends of the
European Councfor Steiner Waldorf Education
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It's Spring time and as nature is reawakeningfrom the winter sleep, the Waldorf
movement has launched the Waldorfl00 website featuring a movie on Waldorf
education worldwide and comprehensive information on the preparations for the
100th anniversaryin 2019.

In the meantime, the European Institutions are working in full swing and ECSWE is
actively following the EU agenda on education. In the past few months, we have
prepared several inputs for European policy makers to consider and some of our

proposals have been taken up.

During our last Council meeting in Hungary, we have worked on assessment and
discussed how to better cooperate with Waldorf parents. Furthermore, we have
collected new domestic reports and would like to share some information from our
partners. This newsletter features:

Waldorf100 movie and website.

An update on Advocacy in Brussels;

A report on the last Council meeting in Hungary;

An update on the WOW-Day;

Domestic reports from the Czech Republic and France.
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Enjoy reading!
Georg Jurgens and llona de Haas
ECSWE Office
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Waldorf100: New website and movie

llona de Haas

WALDORF LEARN
TO CHANGE
THE WORLD

It has nearly been 100 yearsé The first Wal di
1919, today there are over 1,100 Waldorf schools and 1,700Waldorf kindergartens
in over 80 countries around the globe & and the movement is growing fast!

The Waldorf100 initiative arose in the fall of 2014 and in the meantime, many
associated and partner institutions have endorsed the idea. The intention is to make
our 2019 Centennial an occasion to further develop Waldorf education for
contemporary times, and focus more consciously on its global dimensions. 100

years are just the beginning!

To support these efforts, the Waldorf100 website was launched, featuring a movie
on Waldorf education worldwide and comprehensive information on the
preparations for the 100th anniversary in 2019.

visit the new Waldorf100 website
watch the Waldorf100 movie



http://www.waldorf-100.org/en
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http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?pubRef=-//EP//NONSGML+COMPARL+PE-600.967+01+DOC+PDF+V0//EN&language=EN



http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?pubRef=-//EP//NONSGML+COMPARL+PE-602.922+01+DOC+PDF+V0//EN&language=EN
http://www.ecswe.net/successful-application-for-the-european-commission-working-group-on-schools/
http://www.ecswe.net/successful-application-for-the-european-commission-working-group-on-schools/
http://www.waldorfschule.de/fileadmin/downloads/PDF_allgemein/Waldorfthemen_englisch.pdf#main-content
http://www.waldorfschule.de/fileadmin/downloads/PDF_allgemein/Waldorfthemen_englisch.pdf#main-content
mailto:juergens@ecswe.net



http://www.waldorf.hu/
http://www.waldorf.hu/
http://www.ecswe.net/domestic-report-france/
http://www.ecswe.net/domestic-report-czech-republic/
http://enswap.org/

4

E C S W E

a hot topic of the Council: assessment. We first had a brief but thorough
presentation of Asessment of students through the SSC (Steiner School
Certificate) related methods and how local teachers are trying to implement
this qualification system. We then heard about the need for teacher evaluation
and quality assurance in the Hungarian schoostey. After the two
presentations, we had time to divide in groups to deeper explore both aspects.
The joint session with ENSWAP allowed us follow up on the presentation that
the Council received two years ago in Oslo. ENSWAP updates us on their
activities meetings, needs and requests; one of them being to become a guest
members at the ECSWE Council meetings, which was agreed upon in a later
session. This meeting with ENSWAP representatives gave us a wider spectrum
of the Waldorf communities that unfold iall schools, and also of the many
possible ways in which Waldorf parents and families might like to be involved
in the school community where their kids are developing. | cannot help but
mention the marvelous environment where this meeting was held, @yaoic
building designed by Imre Makovecz as part of the Pazmany Péter Catholic
University.

Of course, there was also some time for leisure and social wellbeing. A lovely
dinner on a boatfollowed by a elaxing thermal bath are two of the activities
that deserve to be mentioned. It is so precious, as in every meeting, to have
time to create a community outside the meetings. All in all it must be said that
we had smoothlyplanned weekend in which everytlgnwent according to
schedule. This gave the Council a pleasant feeling and a safe foundation for a
truly fruitful time.

Alberto Caballero

ECSWE representative for

Asociacion de cenbds educativos Waldorf
alcaballero@gmail.com
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WOW Day.
The commitment of Waldorf students
makes a difference

JanaNita Raker

The Waldorf One Worlday (WOWDay) is one day a year on which young people all
over the world commit their efforts towards ensuring that children and young people
in difficult circumstances are provided with education, a sheltering communmity o
simply a hot meal.

The Steinerskolen i Vestfold is one of the schools that participated in the \W@W

this year. “Many Nor we g-Dayintheircplojecbdaygsandnt egr at
use it as a way to |l earn abouattvanddarlanew count
teacher and cebrganizer of the WOWDay at Steinerskolen i Vestfold. During the

project days the whole school takes its time to look out into the world. While Cuba or

Africa where in the focus in the past years, the school community turhed gaze

toward Syria in 2016 and got closely involved in the topic of refugees and flight.

In their projects, the students studied the geography and culture of a country, before
setting themselves to work on the last day of the project: Some studengetigheir
neighbors to mow the lawn or ran some errands for their grandmothers. Others used
the day to get an inside look into professional life by repairing small mopeds at a
garage. The students donated the proceeds of their jobs to Waldorf projectshwhi
provide a warmhearted place for children to learn and grow.
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“Pont e das Estr e,
generously supported by Waldorf student
on | ast yDayaThe cacusim)éct
is aimed at children anddolescents from
the outskirts of the Brazilian megacity Sag
Paulo. They often come from very difficu, |
social backgrounds. The violence of th
metropolis, families involved in crimina
activities, exposure to the drug scene, early responsibility for geursiblings and

One of these projects is the circus proje<\j
?

chores are part of the everyday experience

Ponte das Estrelas, “ whi ch means star
reality. In addition to the circus activities, the children learrftcaad music skills. Not

only does the circus provide a defined framework for the young people, but also a
place where they can feel at home and where they can develofrsaffdence.

In the past years, the old rooms of the project, which was initiated ytears ago,
became too small and therefore it was a great joy for everybody involved that the
dream of having an own building could be realized this year.

The support of the WOWDay made possible the necessary renovation of the new
“ci rcus holitle @réus artistd Helped tith great commitment and took
paintbrushes and colors to #gaint the walls. They hung up shelves and carried the

furniture and props into the new house.
nowwegototheartrom, to the music room or to the

Bugert, employee at the Circo Ponte das Estrelas. Some minor renovation work still
needs to be done: The gutters need to be installed, electricity and sewage need to be
checked, and the outer alls need to be reinforced. But right now, Katrin Bugert is
excited because the children feel happy: The children, who often live under confined
conditions, can breathe freely in the new house.

Participating in the Waldorf One WorDay

ECSWE invites all students, teachers and parents to become a part of this worldwide
event and to organize your own WOBAy. The proceeds of the fundraising campaign
are compiled by thé&riends of Waldorf Educati@nd forwarded at 100% to projects

in need.

If you are interested in organizing a event, or if you have questions about \V&MV
please feel free to contacfanaNita Raker Tel +49 (0)30 617026 32 | wow
day[at]freundewaldorf.de | www.waldorfone-world.org
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Domestic report:
France

Babeth Johnson

Brief History:
A The first Waldorf school in France started in Strasbourg in 1947. Later, in the

50s, the Paris school was established in the 14th (Alesia). A split ocaieed |
and some of the founders went to Chatou. Alesia became too small, and
moved to Laboisstiére en Thelle, which was also a boarding school (up to 300
students) and then to Verriéeres.

In the 60s Colmar and Lyon started and in the 70s, Avignon, Pau ancb&mn

of small rural schools opened in the country. Meanwhile, the very active
founder of Chatou had a good relationship with the Board of Education and
got a state contract for both Chatou and Verriéres: all teachers were financed
and there was very litl control of the content. At the same time, the schools

in Alsace also had a positive relationship with authorities because of the
Concordat (more religious freedom, for instance).

It all changed in the 80s and 90s, when the state started to view usext a s
and it culminated in 1999 with aggressive accusations, surprise simultaneous
inspections of all the schools, including the tiny schools with no financing
whatsoever. Chatou lost part of the contract, had to stop class 13 and together
with Verrieres hadeen under duress ever since.

The Waldorf school system in France:
A France is a totally centralized country in all respects, including education of

course. Therefore, SteindWaldorf schools have a very fine line to even exist:
only two schools still have a majority of their state qualified teachers under
contract (Chatoufrom Kindergarden to Class 9, the high school has been
excluded in 2000, and Verriéres until now still up to class 12 but threatened).
A few classes in the other schools can have a contract, but not the whole
school (Avignon and some local kindergartefi$lat means that they get no
state funding whatsoever and still have to comply with all rules and

11
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regulations including inspections and mandatory testing in grades 3, 6 and 9.
Very few high schools therefore can take the students to the national
Baccalauréa Chatou is the exception with Bac in class 12, Verrieres goes to
class 12 and the students then go to a public school an extra year to take the
exam, as do Colmar and Strasbourg. Avignon and Lyon are attempting to finish
high schools.

A The most importanind difficult fact to know about being Waldorf in France
since 2000 is that the Waldorf curriculum is not accepted or recognized, no
matter how much national classical achievements of our students we can
demonstrate. We try to survive in a hostile enviroemt. And the accusation
of being a sect by the MILIVUDES is reactivated.

Number of schools:

A There are presently 15 schools with different levels including Kindergartens
and 6 separate kindergartens. The total number of pupils as of 2016 was 1667
children h all schools and 723 in kindergartens.

A Most of the “big” s-<bbtoaih-sPars,onAlsaen(8 r at e a
schools doing rather well), one in Lyon and one close to Avignon. Every other
school, including historical ones (La Mhotte) are in thentryside and in the
South. Very little in the Western coast side (Brittany, Vendée, Bordeaux). One
small school disappeared: Tours, three are in very difficult situations (Aix,
Caminarem and Rennes) but 2 new are being affiliated: 3 Cailloux in Meuse
and 3 Abeilles in Pau.

School funding:

A For all the above reasons, most of the schools are exclusively funded by the
parents’ school f e e sprofit adscEigtiona(lroiel904)! | run
with a board of parents and teachers. The school fee variesitaoe to place
but teachers’ salaries are al/|l bel ow na:

A The Federation is funded in part by the
K) and by some donors, big and small.

Teacher training:

A There are two seminars, Institut Rudolf Steinerdhatou and Didascali in
Sorgues (Avignon). All together there are about 150 students between both
institutes in weekend training.

Two new positive developments: one with an Early Childhood (P6le Petite Enfance)
Certification process group and the other with Service Civil (Civic Service) which are
some hope for the future.

T

Babeth Johnson

Fédération des Ecoles Steiner Waldorf

36 RueGassendi, #5014, Paris

www.steinerwaldorf.org
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Domestic report:
Czech Republic

.nSiAatr @ Y20dzOy N

Waldorf education started soon after 1989.1890,the first school started in
Pisek as well as two kindergartens and soon afterwards 6 schools followed.
They started mainly in places with connections to anthroposophy as state
schools. In 1997 waldorf schools formed their own association out of a
generalCircle for the support of waldorf pedagogit the same time the
kindergartens established their own association2002,the first upper school
started, soon followed by 3 otherdhe first private waldorf school started in
2008 after a long unsuccessful negotiation with local authorities.

1 Waldorf schools follow the state curriculuni.e. generally:
1 Kindergarten: 3 to 6 years

1 Basic school 9 classe®=15

9 Upper school 4 classes5-19

For basiceducation, the state curriculum gives a frame programme with
obligatory outcomes in classes 5 and 9. This programme must be followed by
all the schools including the private ones, but the good thing is that it gives
enough space to folle most of theWaldorf curriculum. For quality control
reasons the state step by step introduced general examinations. There has
been an increase in these examinations, especially in last few years. First it
consisted of a final exam for the upper schoslagce this year there is also an
entering exam for upper schools which provigen-vocationaleducation and

at the same time the schools are selectively tested in classes 5, 7, 9 and 12 by

13
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the inspection.

There are 8 Kindergartens (578 children), 14 baslwols (2468 pupils), 4
upper schools (400 students)two are part of the basic school, two are
independent—and 1 school for children needing special cadasses 12

(111 pupils). Waldorf basic schools are spread equally across the country with
the exception of Prague, where there is a higher concentration. Waldorf upper
schools and kindergartens are mainly situated in Bohemian part, while in
Moravia (East) there is only 1 of each institution. There are for the moment 3
initiatives for funding theupper schools, to counter this inequality, but they
have big difficulties to start, because the school system in Czech Republic is
fixed by the authorities.

Most of the schools are state schools and therefore they are fully supported by

the state. The pxiate schools have between 60 to 100% state support for
teacher s’ sal ari es. The amount of suppo
but they fully pay the cost for building maintenandéerefore,they charge a

fee, whichisusually465 0 € per mont h.

Asock OS 4 f R2 NAXABJo@Ealok of ®dlddrf schpals@zech Republic

~-AWS CR) was established in 1997. Since
schools in the country. It represents the schools outwardlfowards the

official authorities, especiallyhe Ministry of Education and towards the public.

It takes care of the Waldorf trademark for education and gives permission for

its usage especially for new initiatives. It is a platform for the waldorf schools

for coordinating their tasks and events (@lgic games, theatre festival), it

takes care of teacher training and give
by schools. The fee is 6 € per pupil

Waldorf teacher training is provided by three independent bodies, which are
recogni sed b pcausdinCzechVREpubdiah the tBachers must
have a state MA qualification, general waldorf education lasts for 3 years and
consists usually of weekend courses and summer academy. Fondheent,
there is nofull-time Waldorf teacher training programme.

Relationships with the government are not so active at the moment because
the education policy now tends to reunify based on educational standards and
assured by cognitive tests and support for vocational education in a way that it
is reduced to the trainig of human resources and to immobilize the school
system (there are enough schools so no new schools are needed). At the same
time, there is not that much space for any discussi@rguments are not really

14
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listened to. Waldorf schools therefore cooperateora with independent
educational platforms and experts (university teachers) to be part of more
general movement, which is heading towards more freedom in education. This
situation is a base for current issues. There are great difficulties to start new
schools (not only basic, but the upper schools as well), or to get the possibility
to open parallel classes. There are more and more inspections and even if the
tests should be selective (1/3 of thel®ols in a year), most of thé/aldorf
schools are include@ach year. Generally speaking, space for education is
narrowed in order to achieve better quality.

T

NSiAatl @ Y20dOyN]

Asociace waldorfskych $§Skol Ceské republ
Address: Butovicka 228/9, 158 00 PrahaJnonice
Contact person: Toméas Petr

Phone: +420 Z3 539983
Website: www.iwaldorf.
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ECSWE info@ecswe.net

Rue du Trone 194  www.ecswe.net

1050 Brussels

Belgium Registered in Brussels.
AISBL 898.707.869

The views expressed are those of the writers
and are not necessarily those of ECSWE.

ECSWE Newsletter is produced@gorg Jurgenand llona De Haas
Desi gn bywwiizigcanetV u k
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